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Library tries a fine-free summer 
 

HOBOKEN NJ, July 1, 2019 – As a way to remove financial barriers to library service, the 

Hoboken Public Library is trying a summer-long experiment: Fine-Free Summer. 

Here’s how Fine-Free Summer works: For any HPL books, CDs, and DVDs borrowed between 

July 1 and September 23, there will be no overdue fines as long as the items are returned by 

September 23. This program does not apply to any lost material, or to fines incurred for 

materials borrowed before July 1. 

As Library Director Lina Podles explained, “The purpose of overdue fines at our library has 

always been to encourage people to return material on time so that they can be borrowed by 

others. The vast majority of our customers return items on time.  When items do come back 

late, it’s rarely dramatically so.  And what overdue fines there have been are steadily decreasing 

thanks to the reminder emails we send when a book is near due. 

“More than all that, though, fines prevent people from using the library.” She went on to 

describe how if a person’s fines go above a certain level, that person is barred from borrowing 

more material until the fine is paid down. “We are in the business of making it easy for 

everyone to read,” she said. 

Fine-Free Summer does not apply to special items such as Museum Passes, Wi-Fi HotSpots 

iPads, etc., nor does it apply to lost materials. But that picture book you borrowed on July 3 and 

found under your child’s bed on September 21 and returned the next day? No fine. 



And, of course, before that book or DVD is due, you can always go to www.HobokenLibrary.org 

and – unless it’s a special item or reserved for another customer -- renew it by using the 

features available to you on the “My Account” button. 

The Library Board and administration will review results of the experiment in late summer, and 

then make a determination of where to go from there. 

 


